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PARCC Trials in Burlington & Revere

MORE 
  Revere Burlington
Schools tested 3 6
Grades tested 3-8 3-8, 10
Total students tested 950 About 2200
Maximum number of  
students testing at one time 

175 students 600 students

District enrollment 6,831 students 3,579 students

“[The trial] makes so 
much more sense to do 
all PARCC online, 
instead of only some 
classrooms doing it 
paper and pencil.  I saw 
the value for us and 
others… 
I wanted to be device-
agnostic. I wanted to 
involve students in the 
process as well; they’re 
great consumers”

!
- Superintendent Conti 
   Burlington

Both districts:

!

• Were selected for nationwide PARCC pilot; and 

!

• Opted in to school-/district wide trials to “test the testing 
conditions”.
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Why a Case Study?

MORE 

What was the preparation process? 

!
What successes and challenges were 
discovered? 

!
What was students’ reported 
experience in taking the test? 

“I wanted to tackle some 
[school] management 
questions. For example, 
should a principal or an 
assistant principal do 
scheduling? And once we 
figure this out, I want 
principals who did this to 
tell the other principals [in 
my district] about it.”

!
- Superintendent Dakin 

Revere 
!

  Burlington Revere Massachusetts

High-need 
students 25.3% 82.2% 48.8%

Four-year 
Graduation Rate 93.8% 76.7% 85.0%
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Research Activities: 2013-14 school year

MORE 

!
▪ Teachers’ survey, pre-/post-PBA administration;

!

▪ Interviews with district leadership and district technology 
leads; 

!

▪ Group interviews with school leaders; and 

!

▪ Focus groups with teachers and students in each of the 
testing schools.
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Key Takeaways

MORE 

▪ School-level management of test administration was a 
challenge. 

!

▪ Teachers reported familiarity with Common Core 
Standards and released PARCC content, but 
uncertainty about testing procedures. 

!

▪ Managing student information data took substantial 
time and resources, perhaps more than was expected.


!
▪ Computer-based testing did not present a major 

obstacle to most students. 
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District Decisions: Scheduling

MORE 

Both districts will attempt to 
complete PARCC testing in fewer 
days.

 

Burlington will opt for testing all 
students in a given grade in one 
day, maximizing mobile devices in 
use.

 

Revere will likely schedule two 
sessions per day (e.g., one math 
and one ELA test session for each 
day) so that students are taking 
both a math and ELA session in 
one day.

How many devices can be made 
available for test administration?  

!
Where are these devices located? 

!
What classrooms/spaces will be 
used for testing? 

!
Given the number of devices and 
space, how many classes/grades 
can be tested concurrently?  

!
How many test sessions can be 
conducted each day?

Burlington and Revere For other districts to consider
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District Decisions: Staffing Test Administration

MORE 

Both districts are discussing:

▪ Designating certain IT staff 

coverage during test administration 
weeks. 


▪ Staffing and training early in the fall 
(2014) semester.


Burlington is planning different 
training options for district IT staff, 
building IT staff and teachers. 

 

Revere will opt to provide a small 
cohort of teachers basic IT training so 
that they can assist in troubleshooting.


Who will make decisions on 
scheduling test sessions?


 

Who will take lead responsibility 
for managing devices, including 
needed updates? 

 


Who will staff test sessions? 

 


What kinds of training are 
needed? 


Burlington and Revere For other districts to consider
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District Decisions: Integrating Assessment into Instruction

Both districts have focused on:


▪ Infrastructure; 


▪ Classroom-level technology 
integration;


▪ Hiring highly-qualified staff:

▪ IT

▪ Technology-focused 

educators.

!
How routinely are classroom 
assessment, or instructional tasks, 
performed by students on a 
technological device?

What type of device is used for 
these types of assessment 
activities?

Which educators (in your district) 
are addressing issues of 
technology in the classroom?

To what extent is technology 
integration a critical issue for 
district leaders?


Burlington and Revere For other districts to consider
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▪Determining the inventory—and location—of PARCC-
ready devices is critical. 

▪Scheduling as many students in concurrent test 

sessions as possible shortens the testing window. 


!
▪Reducing the involvement of school and district IT in 

test administration will require more support and 
training for teachers.


!▪Technology use is about more than testing. 
Embracing the use of technology is critical to 
advancing student learning.

Moving Forward 


