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PARCC Field Test Case Study Proposal 
The Burlington and Revere Implementation Experiences 

Background and Purpose 
The Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) tests are online assessments of 
student mastery of the Common Core State Standards in English language arts and mathematics. PARCC tests are 
being developed for use by a consortium of 18 states – including Massachusetts – plus the District of Columbia. 

The tests will be administered in two parts: a Performance-Based Assessment administered in March/April and 
an End-of-Year Assessment administered in May/June. PARCC is designed as an online assessment, but will also 
be offered in a paper-and-pencil format for schools that are unable to administer it online. In Massachusetts, 
the PARCC assessments will be field-tested in the spring of 2014 and will be an option for districts to administer 
in the spring of 2015. If approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE), PARCC will be 
operational statewide in the spring of 2016 (except that the MCAS ELA and math tests will continue to be used in 
grade 10 through the class of 2018). 

This spring’s field test will be administered to 8 percent of Massachusetts students in 58 percent (1,075) of the 
schools. Students who participate will generally take the test in only one subject – ELA or mathematics – and 
will take either the EOY or the PBA test, but not both. Some will take the online version and others will take it 
on paper. 

While data from the field test will provide the test developer with a wealth of data needed to create the 
operational assessment, testing only a fraction of the students in any given school will not address critical 
questions related to implementing PARCC in an online format school- or district-wide.  To help address those 
issues, administrators in two public school districts – Burlington and Revere – have volunteered to participate 
more deeply in the field test this spring. This enhanced participation will help education organizations and state 
policy makers research and make recommendations related to PARCC implementation. 

The Project 
Burlington is a suburban school district that has invested heavily in increasing bandwidth and providing students 
with 1:1 computing devices. The district has been cited frequently in the media for being ahead of the curve in 
using computer technology in instruction. Burlington Superintendent Eric Conti has agreed to have all students 
throughout the district take the PARCC field test this spring in lieu of taking the MCAS tests (except for grade 10 
students). Revere is an urban school district, one of the state’s Gateway Cities, that also has an interest in use 
of technology in instruction and assessment. Revere Superintendent Paul Dakin has agreed to allow all of the 
students in three of the district’s 11 schools to take the PARCC field tests in both subjects.  

These two districts will approach the test administration differently. 

• Burlington will adjust its bandwidth to test various thresholds in streaming the test directly to the 
students. The students will use a variety of hardware, including desktop computers,  iPads and chrome 
books. 

• Revere will download and cache the assessments to the district’s server for students to use in computer 
labs.  

The proposed case study would focus on implementation and test administration issues leading to insights that 
will assist teachers and administrators in other districts, as well as Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) test administration planners, in making decisions related to PARCC administration in 2015. The 
experience in these districts will be provided to members of the BESE to help inform their decision about 
whether and when to move from MCAS to PARCC in the future. !!!!!!!!!
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Participating Organizations 
Changing the state’s assessment system has significant implications for teachers, administrators and policy 
makers. Recognizing this, Superintendent Conti convened a meeting of stakeholders on January 17, 2014, to 
discuss how to proceed.  As a result of that meeting, the DESE, the Massachusetts Association of School 
Superintendents (MASS), Burlington and Revere school district administrators, the Burlington Education 
Association (BEA), the Revere Teachers Association (RTA) and the Massachusetts Teachers Association have 
agreed to collaborate on the proposed case study. 

Researcher Sought 
The participating organizations are seeking a researcher or research organization to plan and conduct the study. 
In addition, a website has been established to serve as a clearinghouse of information and feedback on this 
collaborative effort at www.massparcctrial.org . The study will include gathering baseline data in Revere and 
Burlington, including: the current state of education-related technology, teacher professional development in 
use of technology, student technology training and student experience with taking tests online. The experience 
of both districts in administering the tests will be analyzed in light of that baseline data. It is understood that 
not all districts have the same level of experience in using technology as Burlington and Revere, but lessons 
learned from these districts could help inform strategic decisions about capacity-building and test 
implementation in the future. !
SCOPE OF WORK !

AUDIENCE/
PERSPECTIVE PLANNING ISSUES TEST DEVICES PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

OTHER ISSUES

SUPERINTENDENT 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
IT DIRECTOR/STAFF

• Bandwidth 
requirements 

• Cache 
requirements 

• Hardware 
requirements

• Computer lab 
• Tablets 
• Blended lab/

tablet  
• Keyboards 
• Headphones

• Who needs to learn 
what in order to 
prepare for a pilot?  

• Full implementation?

• Cost 
• Test accommodations 
• Surprises

SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS

• Timing 
• Number of 

test sessions 
• Classrooms? 
• Computer 

Labs? 
• Other spaces

• Number of 
devices and 
number of 
students to be 
tested 
simultaneously

• What do I need to know 
in order to plan 
effective 
implementation? What 
do teachers need to 
know? 

• What do the proctors 
need to know?  

• For each group, when 
will the professional 
learning occur? Who 
will do it? Where? For 
how long?

• Accommodations for 
those taking untimed 
tests, those with 
specific requirements 
in IEP. 

• Surprises

TEACHERS • Practice test 
availability 
for content 

• Practice test 
for students 
to take online

• Knowing which 
device(s) students 
will be using 
during the testing 
periods. 

• Understanding the 
PARCC test 
environment – online 
ELA and math tools: 
how to access and use 
effectively.

• Students with 
accommodations 

• Surprises

PROCTORS • Testing rules 
• Proctors 

manual 
preview 

• Cheating 
issues

• Knowing the 
testing 
environment to 
be proctored – 
lab, tablets, 
blended

• Understanding how the 
technology is to be 
used 

• Knowing who to 
contact if glitches 
occur 

• Description of common 
problems that may 
arise

• Students with 
accommodations 

• Surprises

STUDENTS • Comfort with 
the testing 
environment

• Use of keyboard 
• Use of computer 
• Use of tablet

• Surprises
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!
SCHEDULE/TIMELINE 

• February 2014: Meet with advisory group to go over the parameters of the study, questions to be asked/answered, 
protocols and time frame. 

• March – April 2014: conduct on-site visits, surveys, and focus groups to establish baseline of preparation and 
expectations for administration of a computer-based test; conduct on-site visits to observe test-taking; conduct 
visits, surveys and focus groups after administration of the test. Involve all district participants in these activities, 
including school committee, district and school administrators, teachers, proctors and students. 

• May 2014: Write draft of case study and share initial findings with advisory group. 
• June 2014: Finalize case study, including recommendations for districts based on their method of testing, 

hardware availability, and potential costs for piloting and full implementation. !!
District Profiles !
Burlington: !
Superintendent:   Eric Conti 
Association Pres:   ___________ 
Total Students: 3,606 
Students Participating:  
Participating Schools:   6  (confirm all 6 = ?) 

• List schools !!
Revere:  
Superintendent:   Paul Dakin 
Association Pres:   ___________ 
Total Students: 6,650 
Students Participating:  
Participating Schools:   11  (confirm how many of the 11) 

• List schools 


