
  

 
Accessibility Features  
and Accommodations  
for PARCC Field Test 

 

The following information will assist schools in determining how students with disabilities, English language learners 

(ELLs), and ELLs with disabilities will participate in the PARCC field tests if they are selected to participate this 

spring. Students taking the MCAS Alternate Assessment, and those requiring Braille or onscreen American Sign 

Language will not participate in the PARCC field test. First-year ELLs may participate at the principal’s discretion, 

but must participate either in the PARCC mathematics field test or an MCAS mathematics test in spring 2014. 

 

The attached presentation on “PARCC Field Test Accessibility and Accommodations” details the accessibility features 

and accommodations available to students participating in the computer-based PARCC field tests this spring. IEP 

teams, individuals responsible for developing Section 504 plans, and school-based teams making assessment 

decisions for English learners should review this information in order to determine which supports are permitted on the 

field test, and whether a participating student is eligible to receive them.  

 

To learn about tools or preferences that are built into the assessment system and available for all students to use 

during the PARCC field test, see Table 1 of the PARCC document Computer-Based Accessibility Features and 

Embedded Accommodations Available for Field Test (available at 

http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Accessibility%20Features%20and%20Accommodations%20for%20Field

%20Test.pdf). Many accessibility features we consider accommodations on MCAS will no longer be classified as 

accommodations because they are built into the PARCC tests and available to all students. Other supports for 

students taking the PARCC field test are considered “accommodations” and will be available only to students with 

disabilities (Tables 24), ELLs (Table 5), and ELLs with disabilities (Tables 2-5).  

 

We have designated students to participate either in the paper-based (paper-and-pencil) PARCC field test or the 

computer-based field test. Please provide students with the accommodations listed in the IEP or 504 plan of each 

student, and familiarize yourself with the additional accommodations allowed for ELLs. If an accommodation 

required by a student is not available for either field test format, and a test administrator cannot adequately provide 

the accommodation, then the student should not participate in the PARCC field test. In this instance, the student 

must participate instead in the required MCAS test in that subject and grade.  

 

PARCC has adopted most accommodations that we permit on MCAS for use on PARCC assessments, as detailed 

in the complete PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual and supporting implementation 

materials available at http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual. Due to 

ongoing development of the PARCC testing system, however, some accessibility features and accommodations that 

will be available on the PARCC tests beginning in spring 2015 will not be available on the spring 2014 field test.  

 

We will provide guidelines for scheduling the field test in schools, including estimated and additional testing times for 

each field test session, prior to the administration of the field test. However, it is important that you are aware that the 

PARCC field test is a timed test. The use of extended time is considered an accommodation intended only for students 

with disabilities, ELLs, and ELLs with disabilities. Extended time means that no single test session may extend beyond 

the end of the regular school day, and any single test session must be completed on the same day in which it begins. 

 

If you have additional questions about accessibility features and accommodations for the PARCC field test, please 

send an email to parcc@doe.mass.edu. 
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